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This Roman mosaic is from the ancient city of 

Pompeii. It was buried in AD 79.  This was a 

common Roman theme called Memento Mori-

άwŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǿŜ ŀƭƭ ŘƛŜέΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ 

themes: a level [plumbline], balance scale, a 

ŘŜŀǘƘΩǎ ƘŜŀŘΣ ǎȅƳōƻƭǎ ƻŦ ǇƻǾŜǊǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǊƛŎƘŜǎ 

[clothing], symbol of chance or circumstance 

[wheel] and symbol of the soul [butterfly]. The 

skull holds down the soul until the wheel 

moves and the skull falls and the soul escapes.

The Thoughts over these next Few Sundays will 
ōŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪ άLƳƳƻǊǘŀƭƛǘȅέ ōȅ /ƭŀȅ 
Jones [2020]
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Definition of Terms
from Immortal by Clay Jones [2020] pages 16-17 

HeavenςάL ƳŜŀƴ ƻǳǊ CǳǘǳǊŜ ŜǘŜǊƴŀƭ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ 

supreme enjoyment of the Creator, each other 

ŀƴŘ Iƛǎ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴΦέ

Mortality Mitigating projectςάL ƳŜŀƴ ǘƘŜ 

ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭƛǎǘΩǎ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƛƴǘƻ 

ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǎƻ ōŀŘΦέ

MaterialismςάaŀǘŜǊƛŀƭƛǎƳ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ōŜƭƛŜŦ ǘƘŀǘ 

ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ŜȄƛǎǘǎ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊΦέ

Naturalism ςάbŀǘǳǊŀƭƛǎƳ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ōŜƭƛŜŦ ǘƘŀǘ 

ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎέ
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The real problem of death is found in Genesis 3:1-5. We struggle with death and its 

consequences because of sin that introduced into humanity several great evils as well as 

physical death. The 1st was a desire to be our own god and determine right and wrong under 

our own terms. The 2nd was selfishness and self-centeredness. The 3rd was self-righteousness. 

The 4th was shame and aversion to responsibility.  Our aversion to to responsibility is rooted in 

our shame.  

This representation of the serpent in the Garden 

of Eden is from a display in the Creation 
Museum 
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1 Now the serpent was more craftythan any other beast of the field 

that the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, "Did God 

ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǎŀȅΣ Ψ¸ƻǳ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƴƻǘ Ŝŀǘ ƻŦ ŀƴȅ ǘǊŜŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǊŘŜƴΩΚϦ

2  And the woman said to the serpent, "We may eat of the fruit of 

ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǊŘŜƴΣ о  ōǳǘ DƻŘ ǎŀƛŘΣ Ψ¸ƻǳ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƴƻǘ Ŝŀǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦǊǳƛǘ 

of the tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch 

ƛǘΣ ƭŜǎǘ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŜΦΩϦ

4  But the serpent said to the woman, "You will not surely die. 5  For 

God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and 

you will be like God, knowing good and evil."
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¢ƘŜ ƛŘƛƻƳ ά²ƘƛǎǘƭƛƴƎ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀǾŜȅŀǊŘέ ƛǎ ŘƛǎŀǇǇŜŀǊƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ 

American usage. It is one of those strange idioms that while 

based on the same image can have contrasting meanings 

depending on the context in which it is used. In the 1st case 

ƛǘ Ŏŀƴ ƳŜŀƴ άƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŀ ŦŀƭǎŜ ǎƘƻǿ ƻŦ ōǊŀǾŜǊȅ ƻǊ ƴƻƴŎƘŀƭŀƴŎŜ 

ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎŜ ƻŦ ŀ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴΦέ CƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ƛǘ 

Ŏŀƴ ƳŜŀƴ άŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀǎǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ ƛƴ ŀ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴΦέ 

Materialism, Naturalism and Secularism often turn to the 1st

use of the idiom.  They project a false sense of bravado in 

the face of death. In a strange way they look like the 

character Eeyore from the Winnie the Pooh books by A. A. 

Milne.  In the books Eeyore has a sense of despair but covers 

it with a false sense of superiority to the other animals. 
Is a picture of Eeyore from Winnie 

The Pooh, the original illustration 
for the book.
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With self-proclaimed atheists this seems to be a real 

problem.  What lies behind this bravado is a a real sense of 

fear.  We have mentioned the concept of personal 

immortality projects and their inadequacy. This was pointed 

out eloquently in the 1950sby  Agnostic Philosopher 

Bertrand Russell [1872-1970].  

The 2nd Law of Thermodynamics by 

that time had made it clear that 

eventually our universe would 

burn out in a meaningless 

disorganized mass of cold matter 

and random energy. 

A giant dissolution of everything.
Is a picture of Eeyore from Winnie 

The Pooh, the original illustration 
for the book.
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If this was so then all our efforts at trying to establish a 

legacy or actually live forever were useless and empty.  

There is no meaning for anything in this world and even less 

value for human accomplishments.  Modern philosophy is 

built on the shoulders of Arthur Schopenhauer [1788-1860].

He was the 

first 

άƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭƛǎǘέ

philosopher. 

Meaning 

there is 

nothing 

beyond the 

natural 

world.  

Is a picture of Eeyore from Winnie 

The Pooh, the original illustration for 
the book.
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18  I said in my heart with regard tothe children of man that God is 
testing them that they may see that they themselves are but beasts.

19  For what happens to the children of man and what happens to 
the beasts is the same; as one dies, so dies the other. They all have 
the same breath, and man has no advantage over the beasts, for all 
is vanity.

20  All go to one place. All are from the dust, and to dust all return.

21  Who knows whether the spirit of man goes upwardand the spirit 
of the beast goes down into the earth?

22  So I saw that there is nothing better than that a man should 
rejoice in his work, for that is his lot. Who can bring him to see what 
will be after him?
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How do Materialists, Secularists and Atheists deal with 

the question of ultimate death? And the seeming 

meaninglessness of human existence? 

Lƴ !ŜǎƻǇΩǎ ŦŀōƭŜǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ōŜƭƻǾŜŘ ǘŀƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άCƻȄ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

DǊŀǇŜǎέΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŦŀōƭŜ ōŜƎƛƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŦƻȄ ǇŀǎǎƛƴƎ ōȅ ŀ ƎǊŀǇŜ 

arbor and seeing a luscious looking bunch of grapes 

that he deeply desires. He tries to climb the trellis only 

to fall. He jumps frantically his jaws snapping closed 

just inches below the bunch of grapes. Tired and weary 

ƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ ƎƻŜǎ ŀǿŀȅ ǇǊƻŎƭŀƛƳƛƴƎΣ άL ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǿŀƴǘ 

ǘƘŜƳ ŀƴȅǿŀȅΣ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǎƻǳǊΦέ  ²Ŝ ƎŜǘ ƻǳǊ ƛŘƛƻƳ ŦƻǊ 

ǊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƛȊƛƴƎ ŘƛǎŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘƛǎ ŦŀōƭŜΦ  ά²Ŝ ǎŀȅ 

ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ǇǊƻŎƭŀƛƳǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ 

something as displaying a sour grapes attitude.

This is from a Victorian Printing of 
Aesopôs fables
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There are several methods by which Materialists try to 

rationalize their fear of death and whistle by the 

graveyard:

Å Immortality would be boring. 

Å Death makes room for other generations.

Å We are the lucky ones we got to live.

Å Death is really nothing.

Å Detachment from desire and aversion.

Å Living just in the present.

Å Individual existence is not real ςall is one.

Å Our particles go on.
This is from a Victorian Printing of 
Aesopôs fables
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17 This I say, therefore, and testify in the Lord, that you 

should no longer walk as the rest of the Gentiles walk, in the 

futility of their mind, 18  having their understanding 

darkened, being alienated from the life of God, because of 

the ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of 

their heart; 19  who, being past feeling, have given 

themselves over to lewdness, to work all uncleanness with 

ƎǊŜŜŘƛƴŜǎǎΦ нл  .ǳǘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǘ ǎƻ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣΧ
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There are several methods by which Materialists try 

to rationalize their fear of death and whistle by the 

graveyard:

Å Immortality would be boring. 

Å Death makes room for other generations.

These 2 rationalizations are pragmatic in nature and 

based on 2 fallacies.  The one is that once we have 

done everything that it will be boring. But that 

supposes that relationships and change are boring 

eventually.  It presupposes a decaying universe 

rather than a universe open exploration, adventure 

ŀƴŘ ŀ DƻŘ ǿƘƻ ōȅ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ /ǊŜŀǘƻǊΦ  Lƴ DƻŘΩǎ 

future opportunity will expand, relationships will 

grow deeper, and creation will expand with 

possibilities. 

The book ñTuck 

Everlastingò was 

published in 1995 

and became an 

immediate 

bestseller. It 

speculated on the 

ñburdenò of 

immortality. The 

Marvel character 

Thanos solves 

the problem of 

too many people 

by wiping 

out 50% of 

the universeôs 

population. 

Because there 

werenôt enough 

resources to go 
around.
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There are several methods by which 

Materialists try to rationalize their fear of 

death and whistle by the graveyard:

Å We are the lucky ones we got to live.

Å Death is really nothing.

These rationales are nihilistic 

[nothingness based] and form the 

bedrock of most Materialist attempts to 

deal with death.  Modern usage traces to 

Schopenhauer but the predecessors go 

back to ancient Greek philosophy.

ά²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŘƛŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ 
us the lucky ones. Most people are 
never going to die because they are 
never going to be born. The potential 
people who could have been here in 
my place but who will in fact never 
see the light of day outnumber the 
sand grains of Arabia. 

Richard 
Dawkins. 
Evolutionary Biologists and Atheist 

A common Latin motto on 

wƻƳŀƴ ǘƻƳōǎǘƻƴŜǎΥ άbƻƴ fui, 

fui, non sum, non curoέΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ 

sometimes abbreviated: "nf f ns 

ncϦΦ  Lǘ ƛǎ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘŜŘΥ άL ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ 

exist, I exist, I do not exist, I do 

ƴƻǘ ŎŀǊŜΦέ  
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By the time of Christ Epicurus had a tremendous impact on Roman concepts of the afterlife. He 

was the 1st true materialist philosopher.  Many Roman gravestones bore the Epicurean 

ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘΥ άL ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘΣ L ǿŀǎΣ L ŀƳ ƴƻǘΣ L Řƻ ƴƻǘ ŎŀǊŜέΦ  9ǇƛŎǳǊǳǎ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ ŀ 

human was to avoid pain [suffering] and enjoy a pleasant life. Paul faces off against this 

worldview in 1 Corinthians 15:32 where he describes his suffering as meaningless outside of 

/ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ǊŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ά[Ŝǘ ǳǎ Ŝŀǘ ŀƴŘ ŘǊƛƴƪ ŦƻǊ ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿ ǿŜ ŘƛŜΦέ

Epicurus [341-270 BC]


